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> Shelley Zupp 
documents her 
6-month journey.
                   / P.4

              fireseason / blueskiesseason

Those hazy days of summer

> This house fire in Tappen that spread to trees on August 2 was contained. 
The North Okanagan’s Bradley Creek fire continues to rage on. More on 
this summer’s destructive fires and concerning air quality on page 3, 10

We’ve had gorgeous sunny days this summer,
even this past week in the midst of raging 
fires to the south. We’ve also experienced
many hazy and hazy days when we 
should not be outside. How to go
 forward in this beautiful land of 
of ours with positivity & reality?
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                                Back to School 
 neighbourhood party
   11-3, Sat. Aug. 15

> Thankyou 
to all the fire 
crews at work 
to control the 
wildfires still 
out of control, 
and our deepest 
support to those 
who lost their 
homes or were 
evacuated.
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Waiting on update

FriAM.ca

The public is still waiting on updates on the 
search for three supects in a homicide oc-
curred during an apparent home invasion in 

the wee hours of July 176 on the 100 block of 4th St. 
SE in central Salmon Arm.
    At the time of the last press 
release, RCMP investigators were 
searching for three suspects, two 
males and one female, believed to 
be behind this targeted homicide.
    The release states that at about 3 
am, three people burst into the home, and one of the 
residents was shot during an altercation, later suc-
cumbing to the injuries.
    Police said the suspects fled in a black Chrys-
ler 300 car that was found later that evening 
burned in the Glenemma trailhead parking lot 
at the Kelly Mountain Recreation site. The name 
and gender of the deceased in this rare homicide 
tragedy has, as of yet, not been released.
    “Police are asking anyone who was in the area at 
the time of the incident, observed the suspect vehi-
cle before it was abandoned, or has dash camera or 
surveillance footage from the surrounding area to 
contact Salmon Arm RCMP investigators imme-
diately,” said Munn, adding that if anyone sees the 
suspects they must not approach and need to call 
911 immediately. n
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• wildwoodfloweremporium.com • 778-489.5600

Send a 
floral 
hug

Cards, Gifts
flowers

10-4, Tues-SatOkanagan & 2nd SE

3390 10th Ave. SW • SA West • www.pedros.ca • 250.832-4919

We take pride in providing the best 
quality goods at the fairest prices.

If  we do not grow 
it ourselves we 
source our fruit 

and vegetables as 
locally as possible

n Call 250-832-7543
2560-10th Ave SW

U-Haul 250-832-2310
Online only pages at FriAM.ca

   Dan’s Pick of  the Week
2024 TOYOTOA

Tacoma Ltd.
$64,997

Stock # S00658LP

salmonarmtoyota.ca • 832-9433     DLR 30465

    Near new tires, brakes 
29,192 kms • 4 doors

Deploying Running boards  

Summer
sale starts

now!

There was no significant 
growth on the Bradley Creek 
fire, according to the CSRD’s 

release at presstime Wednesday. 
   Five days after the start of the 
Bradley Creek Wildfire (K41351), 
the Evacuation Alert that was put 
in place that night for Electoral 
Area D remains in effect.
   “The wildfire remains active 
and is still listed as out of control. 
Work is continuing on creating 
containment lines, but this is 
taking time due to the damage to 
infrastructure and the amount of 
danger trees in the area.” 
    BC Wildfire Services noted 
there was no significant growth 
on the fire yesterday, 
   “Now is not the time for 
residents to lower their guard. 
Weather changes including wind 
and hot temperatures could rap-
idly change fire behaviour,” said 
the CSRD release. “For CSRD 
residents not in the Evacuation 
Alert area, it’s still important to 
be prepared with grab-and-go 

bags and emergency plans for 
your family.”
   Chief hief Dan Wilson of the 
Okanagan Indian Band said that 
as many  as 230 homes may have 
been lost to the Bradley Creek 
wildfire- 30 belonging to Band 
members and 200 to non-member 
residents.
    The fire that started west of Ver-
non and spread by winds gusting 
up to 80 km/h on Saturday, is now 
moving in a northwest direction.
    The Bradley Creek fire has 
grown to over 26 square kilome-
tres/ The evacuation alert issued 
to CSRD properties affects about 
500 residents. The Shuswap Emer-
gency Operations centre was acti-
vated after the Saturday outbreak, 
and an evacuation reception 
centre is in operation at Kal Tire 
Place (arena) in Vernon.
  See page 10 for a list of helpful 
website. Friday AM is posting 
daily AM Beats on Facebook and 
its newly revamped website at 
FriAM.ca. n

> Area of  evacuation order and the evacuation alert that spread 
northwest following the wildfires driven by extremely high winds 
August 1. An estimated 230 homes were destroyed in fire.

STILL OUT OF CONTROL

Truck plunges into lake 
at Sunnybrae Saturday.

BC Wildfire Services
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Arts

 

> Car show - 9-2, Aug. 9, 
Haney Heritage Village.
> Grindrod Garlic Festival  
- 10-4, Aug. 26, Quilakwa Park, 
Enderby. GrindrodGarlicFestival.ca
> Salmon Arm Fair  - Aug. 
28 to 30, (127th year), fairgrounds. 
Parade at 9 am, Saturday. Main-
stage features tribute bands and 
‘Elvis’, celebrity barnyard of 
4-legged movie / TV commercial 
stars, exhibits, trade show, exhib-
its, midway, Kids fun zone, 4-H, 
Livestock/ horse shows, dog 
shows, homecraft competitions
More at salmonarmfair.ca
> Soiree Speakeasy  - Aug. 
15, Haney Village. Decadent din-
ner, Prohibiton cocktails and jazz.
> Inashiki sister city visit  - 
August 18 to 23 in Salmon Arm.
> BC Municipal & School 
board elections  - Oct. 17 
for four-year terms
> Back to School  - Sept. 1 

r More Sports on page 13

> Salmon Arm Art Gallery  
• ‘Tangled Garden’ members 
exhibit now to Aug. 29. Reflecting 
on pollinator gardens, urban ecology, 
wildlife habitat and relationship with the 
natural rhythms of earth. 
• ‘ Where in the world are we?’, Sept. 
12 to Nov. 13 by Runaway Moon. 
See page 5 for lead-up workshops.
> Cardiff Miller Art Ware-
house -  11-5, Thurs to Sun.cardif-
fmillerartwarehouse.ca (Enderby)  
> Courtyard Gallery  - Enderby
Karen Oliver &  Lisa Figueroa 
featured artists all summer.

> SALMAR GRAND
• Aug. 7 to 13  • salmartheatre.com
• State Troopers 3. 2;00, 6:50 daily; 9:20 Tue.-
Sat. Third installment of cult comedy classic 
from the Broken Lizard crew. (14A coarse/sexual 
language/suggestive scenes)
• Spider-Man: Brand New Day. 1:30, 6:30 daily; 
9:20 Tue-Sat.  Peter Parker fights crime full-time 
as Spider-Man in a world that does not remember 
him. His old friends are threatened by powerful new 
villain no one can even see. (PG violence, lang)
• The Odyssey. 1:15, 6:15 daily; 9:30 Tue-Sat.  Epic 
tale of  Greek king Odysseus’ grueling ten-year 
journey home to Ithaca after Trojan War (14A viol)
• Moana. 2:00, 6:50 daily; 9:10 Tue-Sat.  Moana 
answers Ocean’s call and, for first time, voyages 
beyond the reef of her island of Motunui. (PG viol)

Sports

city lights

> Barney Bentall & friends - 
Aug. 8, Caravan Farm to be joined 
by family members Dustin and 
Trixie. caravanfarmtheatre.com. 
> Jazz Night - 5 pm, Aug. 27, 
dinner & jazz at Haney with Half 
Grass, blending bluegrass and jazz. 
Tix 832-5243. Jazz on the Nexus 
stage returns in the Fall.
 > WOW concert series -  
6:45, July 2 to Aug. 27, Marine Park.
• Midnight Boogaloo, Aug. 12. 
• Elodie Orsel, Aug. 19
• Indigenous Celebration, Aug. 26 
plus free community meal
> Downtown Live -  10-12:30
•  Shukuleles, Aug. 8  
•  Green Room, Aug. 15
•  Jake McIntyre-Paul, Aug. 22 
• Nothing Fancy Society, Aug. 29
• Total Gadjos, Sept. 19
> Blind Bay Music by the Bay 
-  5:30-8:30, Thursdays, plus market 
• Buck Wild, Aug. 6
• Daytime Highs, Aug. 13
• Abel and Willing, Aug. 20
• Headway, Aug. 27
> Sicamous Music in Park -  
6-8 pm, Mondays, Finlayson Park.
• Running with the Devil, Aug. 10
• Press Play with Darby Mills, Aug. 17

> Friday Night Live -  Scotch Ck
• Brass Camel, Aug. 7 • Quickness, 
Aug. 14. •  Coco Jafro, Aug. 21 • 
Gisto &  Grateful Living, Aug. 28 • 
See fridaynightlive.ca

at the movies

Concerts

live & dance

> Paddling in 
Paradise -  Din-
ner theatre, Haney 
Village. Running 
all summser 
Thursdays, Fri-
days & Sundays, 
now to Aug. 28.  
250.832-5243
> Puppet play - 10:30 am, 
Aug. 13, Salmon Arm library by 
Runaway Moon Theatre.
> Fiddler on the Roof - first 
play of the season, Nov. 12 - 29.
Auditions: noon Aug. 23, 7pm, 
Aug. 24, 25, 26, Shuswap Theatre
> Fall of the House of Usher  
- Gothic Bromance, Sept 23 to 
Oct. 24, Caravan Farm

heatreT

> SA Legion •   Jam, Tues/Fri • Karaoke
> Setters  • Barn Boys, Aug. 7  • Carbon Copy, Aug. 21 • Karaoke Thursdays
• Trivia Tuesdays; Indie games, 11th; 70s music, 18th; Harry Potter, 25th
> Canooligans  • Dirt Road Kings, Aug. 14 • David Ivan Neil & the Norsu, Nor-
su & October Poppy, Aug. 15 • Evan Symons,  Aug. 22  • Cav eman Casanova, 
Aug. 28 • Alt Country Johnny  Bolo, Aug. 29
> Enderby Legion • Legion Centennial, July 17 • Dance with Rule 857, July 18.
> Hub, N. Shuswap • Jon Triechel, Aug. 7 • Comedy, 8th • Chris Ronald, 9th
> Marionette Winery • Mozi Bones, Aug. 6 • Nadurak, 8th • Sadie Baker, 
11th • Megan Abel, 15th • Steph Clifford, 22nd • Nanika & Michael, 29th
> Hideaway Pub • Karaoke Thurs. 
> Next ‘Celebrate Shuswap’ dance, Sept. 25 with The Harpoonist.  See above

w w vernon vernon • • ticketseller.caticketseller.ca
Creekside (C) • Performing Arts (P)Creekside (C) • Performing Arts (P)
Jodie BJodie B - Aug. 20, Music at the Mackie - Aug. 20, Music at the Mackie
The Vagina MonologuesThe Vagina Monologues, Aug. 20-22, Aug. 20-22
Montuno WestMontuno West, Sept. 12, Jazz Club, Sept. 12, Jazz Club
Queen tributeQueen tribute, Sept. 13 (P), Sept. 13 (P)
Kreviazuk & Maida,Kreviazuk & Maida, Sept. 15 (P) Sept. 15 (P)
Sundog Festival,Sundog Festival, Sept. 18, 19 Sept. 18, 19
Basia BulatBasia Bulat, Sept. 22 (P), Sept. 23 (C), Sept. 22 (P), Sept. 23 (C)
Menopause: the MusicalMenopause: the Musical, Sept. 24 (P), Sept. 24 (P)
U4 tribute to U2U4 tribute to U2, Sept. 27 (C), Sept. 27 (C)
w w Kelowna -  Kelowna -  
Okanagan Guitar FestivalOkanagan Guitar Festival, Aug. 6-8., Aug. 6-8.
Weird AlWeird Al, Sept.2, Sept.2
w w Kamloops -  Kamloops -  
Lyle Lovett, Lyle Lovett, Sept. 18, also PentictonSept. 18, also Penticton
w w Vancouver - Vancouver - 
Whitecaps, Whitecaps, Aug. 7, 19, 22, Sept. 9, 13, 26Aug. 7, 19, 22, Sept. 9, 13, 26
Lions,Lions, Aug. 8, 23, Sept. 12 Aug. 8, 23, Sept. 12

> Silverbacks  - 2026-27
Exhibition:
vs. Vernon, 6 pm, Sept. 8, Rogers
vs. W. Kel., 6 pm, Sept. 9, Rogers
vs. Vernon, 7pm, Sept. 11, Vern.
Home openers:
vs. Vernon, 7pm, Sept. 18
vs. Cranbook, 6 pm, Sept. 19
> Bocce, Bowling & dinner  
- Aug. 27, Cedar Hts. See cedar-
heightscommunity.ca
> Open Tennis tournament  
- Sept. 4 to 7. clubspark.ca
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Just the F.A.C.T.S. m’AM

Roots & Blues hosted concerts
> The East Pointers -  Oct. 17, 
Song  Sparrow Hall. Already sold out
> Steve Mariner -  Oct. 22, Song  
Sparrow Hall. rootsandblues.ca
> Barra MacNeils -  Nov. 19, An 
East Coast Christmas. Song  Sparrow 
Hall. rootsandblus.ca 

DOCUMENTARY 
SCREENING
• The Goal of 
Kindness, 4:00, 
Aug. 15. Meet 
Shelley Zupp 
and learn about 
her six-month 
journey to Mexico and Central America 
to deliver donated soccer equipment. By 
donation to support two charitable groups. 
Tickets on Eventbrite or door.  $10.
> STARLIGHT DRIVE-IN  
• August 7, 8 • starlightdrivein.ca  
• Toy Story 5. 8:30, 7th;  11:15, 8th (G)
•  Spider Man: Brand new day. 
  10:30, 7th; 8:30, 8th (PG)

> Chris Baxter Music Festi-
val Aug. 7 to 9, Mabel Lake Farm. 
Friday: The Lottie Dotties, Under the 
Rocks w/Kian Dye, Pharis and Jason 
Romero, Square Dance • Saturday: 
Parsons, JJ Shiplett, Kate &  Comets. 
tickettailor.com
> RCMP Musical Ride  - 7 
pm, Aug. 15 and 3 & 7 pm Aug. 16 
Funds toward Cops for Kids.
> SA Fair tribute bands  - 
KISS,  Aug. 28 • AC/DC, Aug. 29
plus ‘Elvis’ and other performers.
> Nearly Neil  - Neil Diamond 
tribute, Sept. 11, Enderby Hub.
> KSO in Salmon Arm -  ‘In-
spired by here’, 3 pm, Sept. 27, Nexus 
at First. Opener for 50th Season! /6
> Sundog Festival of Arts & 
Culture -  Sept. 18, 19, Civic Me-
morial Park, Vernon. sundogfest.ca
> Celebrate Shuswap dances 
-  Featuring Harpoonist, Sept. 25;
Coco Jafro, Oct. 31 • Nouveau Funk, 
Dec. 31. All at Song Sparrow Hall.
Details at celebrateshuswap.ca
> Coffeehouse circuit- 
• Circuit returns in September
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>Runaway Moon workshops, 11-3, Saturdays at 
SA Gallery, in preparation for September exhibit.
• Embroider flight paths and birds, Aug. 8
• Continue embroider and baby salmon and eggs.
• Depict salmon cycle from creek to sea - string 
beads, block painting, and machine sewing.
• > Peace n’ Pizza, 5:30,  3rd Fridays, by donation, 
First Community. • Aug. 21: Arjun Singh, people’s 
representative • Sept. 18: Andy Zhang, From 
China with Love. Monthly event to build humanity 
through story-telling and dining conversation.  See 
peacebuilders.world.
> Storytime in the Park. See ‘Reading Room’/ P.6
> Harvest Mondays, 8:30 to 10:30 am until 
October,  Community Garden on North Broad-
view. shuswapfood.ca/community-garden
> Health-Care Aux 1:30, 3rd Tues,  Piccadilly.
> SA Council, 2:30, 2nd/ 4th Monday  
> CSRD, 9:30, 3rd Thurs. > SD83, 6:00, 3rd Tues.
> Downtown  Market, Sat. mornings Ross plaza 
with live music. See under ‘Concerts’ .
> Other Shuswap  Markets - Enderby, Fri. am; 
Sorrento, Sat. am;  Organic, Wed, Uptown Askews
> Youth Drop-in, 2 to 5 pm, Family Centre.
> Free Lunches, 11:30-1, Wed, First Community
> Guided meditations, 7 pm, Thur. United Church
> Heart of the Shuswap Mixer, 5 pm, Sept. 
18, Prestige Harbourfront. Annual community 
gathering by Shuswap Community Foundation. 
Register by July 15. See shuswapfoundation.ca or 
250.832.5428.
r More events on page 4

Y ou’re Invited

LAUNCH & LEARN HOUR at the LIBRARY
& Contributors Appreciation

3-4 pm, Sat. Aug. 8th
at SA Library branch

Friday AM is publishing its final print 
edition on August 21 after 29 years 
and 1,400 issues. On August 8, the 

day after the second final print issue, read-
ers, contributors and advertisers are invited 
to the launch of the revamped website at 
FriAM.ca.
  You’re also invited to bring your cellphones, 
iPads & laptops. Someone will show you 
how to easily access the daily one-page 
AM Beat  (4 to 7 days a week) and the 
AM All Month online magazine (coming 
out 1st Fridays of the month)
    You will have  a chance to meet and thank 
many of the contributors to AM. Many of 
them will continue sharing their writings, 
photos and cartoons in the online magazine.
   Hope to see you there!

65%

65%
FROm BC

100%
locally owned

Lakeshore village, Salmon arm    250-463-9104     chooserefill.ca

100%
Canadian

REFILL
PRODuCTS

Hey, do you remember 
Keri Lefave? Last Sep-
tember I wrote about her 

book, Unfinished - A Personal 
Journey of Healing, Self-Discovery 
and Resilience because it won a 
book award from the Interna-
tional Impact Book Awards.
   Since then, her second book, The 
Chrysalid - A Soul’s Struggle to Rekindle 
Its Inner Magic was also selected in late 
September from the International Impact 
Book Awards, as a winner for an award in 
the category, “Inspirational - Overcoming 
Adversity, Spirituality - Spiritual Awaken-
ing and Transformation.”
   Earlier this year, she submitted her first 
book Unfinished: A Personal Journey of 
Healing, Self-Discovery and Resilience for 
selection as Author of the Year 2026. In 
May she received notification that she was 
selected as a Finalist for Author of the Year 
2026. The winner will be announced Octo-
ber 10 at the Loews Hollywood Hotel.
   “It is definitely a long-shot,” Keri says “but 
I am blessed to receive the honor of being 
selected!”  If anyone cares to vote for the 
book they can do so by going to https://
apply.internationalimpactbookawards.com/
public-voting-form. Keri would certainly 
appreciate the support! Deadline: August 31.
   So, this will be my last official column for 
Friday AM as a print publication. In the 
future you might find me writing in the 
monthly online version.
   Now I’d like to take this opportunity to 
talk about myself!

     I’m a science fiction/fantasy 
writer and have just released 
my latest book. It’s called Steel 
and Stone and it’s basically 
about spies in space. If you like 
spy stories, covert operations, 
and you like stories set in outer 

space then this book is for you.
    It is not deeply existential. It’s actually got 
a lot of action and suspense. It’s more James 
Bond than cosmic philosophy (although 
there is a little bit of that in here as well)
   Marella Juniper Stone thinks she’s just a 
clerk in a galactic real estate office, but as 
she gets dragged into a situation by an agent 
named John Steel she discovers that she is 
an unwitting pawn in a covert operation to 
try to identify if her client is, in fact, a former 
ruthless dictator who was responsible for 
more deaths than your average war.
   John Steel is determined to uncover the 
truth for deeply personal reasons and he 
has kidnapped Marella in order to complete 
his mission. For Marella, though, getting 
herself out of this trouble might mean 
getting herself all the way in and becoming 
an Operative of the Agency herself.
   And that’s just the start of her problems.
   Exciting chases, unexpected plot twists, 
planet sized spaceships and more than one 
killer robot makes this book a thrilling 
space adventure. n
r Steel and Stone by M. D. Jackson can 
be purchased online at Amazon.com. Or 
go to gwthomas.org and check out the new 
releases from Rage Machine Books.

THE WRITE
   STUFF
M.D. Jackson

Resilience, Steel and Stone
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BOOGALOO & BUFFALO

> Midnight Booga-
loo will play WOW 
on Aug. 12, and a 
buffalo on highway 
west of  town.
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by  Ardie Burnham, Youth Services Librarian
READING ROOM
READ, WATCH & LISTEN

August was always the saddest month for me as a child. 
It felt like the freedom of summer was almost over, 
and the structured routine of a new school year was 

breathing down my neck. 
   However, in the glass half full mindset, we still have more 
than a month left of blissful, lazy/crazy days of summer to 
enjoy! There is still time to lounge in a hammock or by the 
lake and get lost in a good story.  
   Maybe you don’t know what to read next. No worries! Just 
go to our Read, Watch & Listen tab on orl.bc.ca, to find the 
What to Read Next form. When you fill out the form, you 
get a customized list of book recommendations curated by real 
ORL library staff. Or, if you prefer the in-person experience, 
you can pop into the library and chat with our exceptional staff 
for suggestions. Let us help you find your next favourite read.
   If you need a little break from reading, take part in the great 
programs and activities we have happening at the library in 
August. Check out orl.bc.ca for details on our summer pro-
grams. Here is a quick peek at August’s youth events:
n Story Time in the Park- Wednesdays at 10 am. Coming up: 
William Baker Park (Ball Diamond) Canoe Beach Dr., Aug. 12 
and Blackburn Park, Aug. 9
n Cube Club, 11 am, Tues., Aug. 4 & 3:30 pm, Wed., Sept. 2. 
n Fantasy Map Making- Aug. 6. Registration required.
n Doggie Yoga- Sat., Aug. 8. Ages 9 & up. Reg. required. 
n Building Block Party- 11 am, Tuesdays, Aug. 11 to Sept. 1
n Puppet play by Runaway Moon Theatre, 10:30 am, Aug. 13. 
n Story Time at Farmer’s Market, 9:30 am, Sat., Aug. 22
   For everyone who joined Summer Reading Club (SRC), 
don’t forget to drop in and collect your rewards for reading 
over the summer. Children and teens who have read for 50 
days or more can get a special reading medal and book prize.
    If you want to joined the club but have not done so yet, you 
can pop in to pick up the SRC materials and get started. The 
club runs until September 14, and you can join any time. 
   And don’t forget, we have air conditioning! Come and cool 
off in the library. There is plenty to do – such as reading, 
playing Scrabble, completing puzzles, and more – so if you 
need a break from the heat, come hang out here! n
r To register for programs, call 250-832-6161 or register online 
through https://orl.libcal.com/calendar/salmonarm.  

This is a ‘bitter-
sweet’ column. 
The ‘bitter’ part-

-this is the last month 
of the  paper editions of 
Friday AM.
    Thanks to Lorne 
Reimer for the herculean 
task of putting out this little paper 
that has become a community re-
source and treasure over 29 years 
of diligent work.  And special 
thanks to Lorne for being a stellar 
booster and supporter of commu-
nity happenings and initiatives. 
   I’m not the only one who finds it 
comforting to hold this little paper 
in my hands to read at my leisure.  
Congratulations Lorne on your 
well-deserved retirement from the 
print edition—it will be 
seriously missed.
   Now the ‘sweet” part  
- Lorne is only semi 
retiring! He will contin-
ue with his regular AM 
Beat Blogs on Facebook 
(Friday AM) and on 
FriAM.ca  as well as an 
online All Month edi-
tion on the first Fridays 
of the month, starting 
September. 
   Meanwhile, Lorne is 
revamping the Friday 
AM website, FriAM.ca.  I’m de-
lighted that “Classical Vibe” will 
appear in the All Month Friday 
AM on-line issues. 
   Thank you for your support. 

m m m
    I would like to now announce 
the start of the 2026-2027 season 
for both the Kamloops Symphony 
Orchestra’s Salmon Arm Sundays 

concert series 
and the “The 
Met: Live in HD” 
operas from New 
York, thankfully 
brought in by the 
Salmar Associ-
ation. 

   The KSO’s “Inspired by Here” 
will be performed at 3 pm, Sept.  
27 at the Nexus at First. 
   The KSO opens its 50th An-
niversary Season with a special 
evening featuring JUNO-award 
winning composer and Inuk 
soprano, Deantha Edmunds in her 
KSO debut, followed by Sibelius 
Symphony No. 1 (his largest sym-
phony).  Karl Hirzer will conduct.
   In 2025 Deantha Edmunds was 

the first indigenous person 
ever to win the JUNO 
Award for Classical Com-
position of the Year. The 
KSO will perform her 
JUNO Award-winning 
song cycle alongside a 
couple of her other works.  
Check the Kamloops 
Symphony website https://
kamloopssymphony.com  
   View Calendar, Venue 
and Nexus to see all three 
Salmon Arm concerts.

CLASSICAL
   VIBE

 Gabriele Klein

The Vibe and AM will go on

Deantha Edmunds

   Please consider 2026 to 2027 
season subscriptions.
   The first live opera of the season 
will screen 9:55 am, Sept. 19 at the 
Salmar Grand with a special pre-
sentation from the Met to begin 
the 2026 to 2027 season.. n
r Gabrielle Klein writes each 
month in Friday AM and is a 
key supporter of the KSO.

L
R

ONS AM is literally
embedded in
Salmon Arm

FINAL PRINT ISSUE AUG 21
Go to FriAM.ca for daily
AM Beats & All Month
 magazine (1st Fridays)
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Centenoka Park Mall • 250-832-5000 • admin@mallarkey.ca
315-360 Trans Canada Hwy SW, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 1B6

Where the serious invest their money
Have you bought your 
TFSA yet? Do you need 
travel or mortgage insur-
ance? Pile your money in 
a wheelbarrow and bring 
it on in. Be sure to check 
our website mallarkey.ca 
for our up-to-date 
posted GIC rates.

Daron Mayes, BBA, CPA, CA, CFP
Investment Funds Advisor    

THIS
WEEK

Savings Account	          1.50%      No Change
90-Day Cashable         2.25%      No Change
1 year                          3.45%      Up 0.01%
2 years                        3.02%      Down 0.02%
3 years                        3.90%      Down 0.02%
4 years                        3.90%      Down 0.02%
5 years                        3.97%      Down 0.06%
* GIC rates as of  Aug. 4, 2026. Rates are subject 
to change without notice.  Certain minimums 
and conditions may apply.   

Get up to $3,500 toward flexible, short-term 
training at Okanagan College. 

future skills grant

A landmark sculpture was stolen from Tappen Bluffs, 
near Skimikin and Platt Roads. 
   Salmon Arm RCMP described the culpture is a 

mix of steel and rock with red paintings on it and esti-
mated to weigh close to 500kg. “It would require multiple 
people or equipment to move,” said Cst. Andrew Hodges.
   If anyone witnessed the sculpture being stolen, or has 
information on its whereabouts, contact RCMP at 250-
832-6044, reference 2026-4539.

Landmark sculpture disappearsBritish Columbia’s main 
alternative Party has come a 
long way since the Shuswap’s 

George Abbott served many years 
as cabinet minister under the BC 
Liberals.
    Business in Vancouver and other 
sources reported that elected BC 
Conservative Leader Kerry-Lynne 
Findlay and senior staff began di-
recting MLAs to no longer use the 
term “First Nations” in describing 
indigenous people. The term was 
viewed as a “woke” description.
    Findlay has since denied this di-
rective, contrary to what reporters 
said they were told by MLAs and 
insiders in the Party.
      Meanwhile, Abbott recently 
accepted the top prize in the BC 
Historical Federation’s Historical 
Writing Award for his 2025 pub-
lication, Unceded: Understanding 
British Columbia’s Colonial Past 

and Why It Matters Now 
(UBC Press)
   According to a release from 

the BCHF, the award is meant to 
honour “exceptional works that 
deepen public understanding of 
British Columbia’s history.” 
    “Covering treaties, policies, 
commissions, and court cases, 
Abbott offers an accessible and es-
sential overview of the province’s 
colonial legacy and its ongoing 
relevance.
    “Treaty commissioner George 
M. Abbott combines archival 
research with a former cabinet 
minister’s insider perspective on 
government to chronicle over 150 
years of BC-Indigenous relations. 
    “His account details how early 
government officials refused to 
negotiate treaties and instead 
coerced First Nations onto small 
and scattered reserves while 
granting settlers access to vast 
tracts of land. 
   It was only after several Su-
preme Court decisions affirmed 
Indigenous land rights that BC sat 
down at the negotiating table.” n

Abbott and Findlay differ
on First Nations views

> George Abbott receiving Historical Writings award for his book, and 
recently elected new BC Conservatives leader, Kerry Lynne Findlay. 
Abbott served several years as cabinet minister for the BC Liberals.
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25 years offering great
products & service 

10:30 to 4:30 • Wed- Sat
ph 250.833.1995

> Nearly 30,000 gathered together over three days to take in a wide range of  in-
credible music at the 34th Roots & Blues Festival. Artistic director Kevin Tobin said 
one of  this year’s goals was to attract more younger music fans, and also showcase 
talents of  young and local musicians. Top photo shows Friday night’s sensational 
headliner Of  Monsters & Men. Above photos: Darla Daniels; Kamloops’ teen blues 
performer Jake Soberlak joins Monkeyjunk on mainstage; 50/50 seller Michelle 
($26,000 jackpot); mainstage crowd; and a funny welcome to the ‘facilities’. 

Stage 2 Water
Restrictions in effect

Stage 2 introduces 
moderate restrictions,

reducing outdoor watering 
frequency from 3 days 
per week to two days.
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Ruth Trekofski has 
written - with the 
expert assistance 

by her daughter, Lynn 
Lagore - a memoir of 
the 30 years that she, 
her husband and three 
children spent in Brazil 
taking in and caring for 
orphaned, abandoned 
and needy children. It 
was a “wild ride” as 
she puts it. Her book is 
available on Amazon 
under the title Would 
You Still Love Me’. 
If you live nearby, 
you could purchase it 
directly at cost of $30 
by calling 250-833-
4749 or e-mailing to 
earthtrek@telus.net 

AUTHORS.. AUTHORS .. LOCAL AUTHORS
n Yes, the Shuswap is crawling with fabulous book authors 
- From first timers like Madeleine Eines (below) to 
seasoned internatinally celebrated ones like Gail Anderson 
Dargatz (on right). And they all have new books. Here are 
some some our Shuswap authors and their latest books. 

We will have 
much more 
to say about 

The Atlas Keeper later. 
Gail Anderson-Dargatz’ 
new time travel novel 
was chosen as a ‘most 
anticipated title’ by 
49th Shelf and Indigo. 
Watch for her launch 
event, 6 to 7:30, Sept. 
11 at the Salmon Arm 
Library meeting room. 
Release date is Aug. 25. 
You can pre-order now.

One of the most 
dedicated pro-
moters of the 

Shuswap writing com-
munity is also among 
the most prolific. Kay 
McCracken is shown 
on left at Bookingham 
with her latest book 
titled, simply, Lost.
    This book goes back 
to her years as a  single 
mom in the 60s and 70’s 
“when I really didn’t 
know who I was.”
   Kay writes, “The first 
four stories - each with 
the theme lost are bread 
crumbs leading to the as-
tonishing fifth true story.”
   Other titles by Kay 
include Raven in my Heart, 
Beyond the Blue Door and 
Between Two Worlds.

Over 30 years of service in the mental health field led Mad-
eleine Eames on an insightful journey that resulted in her 
first book, Resurrect the Magdalene Tower. 

   Eames had specialized in trauma and chronic pain in her private 
practice in Salmon Arm, and she is hopeful that her book’s mes-
sage will offer real help in the process of healing. 
   “I began noticing the same patterns in women and set out 
to investigate how so many people, even with the best trauma 
treatments available, have a core belief of not good enough, not 
smart enough, thin enough, popular enough, fit enough, that 
kept them in perpetual striving and anxiety.”
  All this striving to be good enough triggers so many emotions 
and behaviours. This led Eames to examine roots causes of 
societal conditioning. 
   Her research took her to many places, including France that 
brought her to the story of Mary Magdalene who was falsely 
declared a prostitute 500 years after her death. However, she 
was actually a powerful, wealthy woman, but she threatened 
the system and was written off the story, said Eames.
   “There have been many books written about Magdalene, but I 
truly wanted this to help people heal the lie of the belief of unwor-
thiness that underlies so much distress and problems in the world.”
    She said all this conditioning has disconnected women from 
true rest, desire, connection, pleasure, and even the expression 
of anger to reclaim who they truly are. 
   The book was officially launched on August 3 and is now 
available on Amazon and at Spirit Quest in Salmon Arm.
   Psychologist and author Dr. Nicola Amadora said Eames’ 
book “breaks the spell that kept women shackled for centures 
to finally unearth what’s hidden in every one of us.” 

Unpacking what underlies
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City FIXINGS

For info / programming 
voiceoftheshuswap.ca

THE ONLY
   HEATED STORAGE
                     IN TOWN!

SALMON ARM STORAGE
Various sized units available to 
protect your precious treasures.

Call today 250-833-1442
www.salmonarmstorage.ca

MOLEHILLS
Lorne Reimer

One of the early decisions by 
the newly formed District 

Municipality of Salmon Arm 
in 1970 was to replace street 
names with a Calgary style 
quadrant system of numbered streets and avenues. 
    It was a bit of a challenge to apply a prairie city grid 
system to a hilly landscape of  curving roads that are 
often separated by 
ravines, but somehow 
planners made it work. 
   Two of the names 
that survived were 
Okanagan Avenue 
and Shuswap Street, 
where the quadrants 
and numbers emanate 
from in four different 
quadrants - SE, NE, 
SW and NW. 
   Unfortunately, there’s 
no Okanagan Ave. on 
the west side of Salm-
on Arm, so we must 
think imaginary lines. 
The sign post on the 
right is a good exam-
ple where it gets weird. 
                                    r r r
    It is painfully disheartening that the globe has found 
itself in this new normal of severe climate change. In the 
‘Fly to Ida’ Fire or ‘Firestorm’ of 1998, Salmon Arm broke 
the BC record for its mass evacuations of 6,000 residents.
   That record was broken long ago. Ten years ago, 87,000 
residents were evacuated from Fort MacMuray for 
weeks, and a few days ago, nearly 70,000 from Spokane 
and 700 homes destroyed. We are in scary times.  n 

I had a column already written when 
it was brought to my attention that 
this will be the 

last column that 
will be submitted 
for print.   
   I decided to 
change gears 
and write about 
something I have been putting off for a 
long time. We sometimes put off saying 
things waiting for a better time. Well, 
that one thing on my plate is to tell that 
Lorne Reimer what I think of him.
   It is difficult for me to express my 
appreciation for this man. Back in about 
2011 I was needing some advertising and 
I approached Lorne with my need.  I am 
not sure how it developed, but the result 
was I would write a monthly column in 
exchange for a small bit of ad space. In 
time I no longer needed the advertise-
ment, but elected to continue with the 
column which I have done to this day.
   This opportunity has meant so much 
to me by providing an outlet to express 
my opinions, comment on local issues 
and to tell my stories of life on the farm 
and growing up in general. 
   Sometimes I would come up with 
a blank (writers’ block) so to speak 
but would be inspired to keep going 
knowing that Lorne had saved a space 
for me. It is that belief in me that gave 
me a platform to vent, write humour or 
to remember the good old days.
   Regarding the Friday AM I have never 
heard a negative word spoken about this 
little paper. I have heard negative words 
spoken about Lorne, but that is to be 
expected. Some folks just don’t seem to 
appreciate what it takes to produce such 
a paper and try to please everyone.
   I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank Lorne for what he has meant 
to me and indeed the great people of 
Salmon Arm.
    I plan to keep writing for the new 
online format this publication is taking 
and for the same reason that Lorne 
believes in his semi-retirement - I can 
do it. Thank you, Lorne. n
r Ed is a retiree who keeps himself 
busy with many skills and interests.

MY TWO
CENTS
Ed Campbell

> There was some initial 
confusion with the fire that 
destroyed three townhomes 
at Mara Sands recently. The 
resort is close to the CSRD’s 
Swansea Point Fire depart-
ment, but just outside the 
CSRD boundaries. Ender-
by was the closest hall in 
the RDNO. Mutal aid was 
deployedbu would it not 
make sense to go further and 
establish a contract between 
Swansea Point and Mara Lake 
developments outside the 
CSRD boundary to provide 
direct coverage?

Mutual admiration

n www.csrd.bc.ca/581/Com-
munity-Evacuation-Guide
n Primary source for wild-
fire-related updates is the BC 
Wildfire Service Dashboard: 
https://wildfiresituation.nrs.
gov.bc.ca/map
n Road conditions: drivebc.ca
n  Sign up for direct Alertable 
notifications by a mobile app, 
text, email or landline phone 
call. csrd.bc.ca/alertable
n Current air quality: 
map.purpleair.com
n For smoke forecasts and 
conditions: firesmoke.ca 
n Download BC Services Card 
app and scroll to ‘Preparing for 
Evacuation’ and go to ‘create 
a profile’

> The next roundabout 
should go at the very busy 
10th and 10th SW intersec-
tion especially if a second-six 
storey apartment block is 
approved to be built at the 
corner that has been sitting 
with years of pre-load.
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Your One-Stop Auto Repair Centre!

SUMMER MAINTENANCE PACKAGE
Including 8-point Safety Check

• Oil, Lube & Filter
  Change the oil, install a new 
   oil filter & lubricate the chassis
• Brakes
  Visual inspection of front and 
   rear brake systems

• Front End
  Check shock absorbers, struts
  & steering components

• Exhaust System
  Visual inspection of catalytic
   converter, muffler, exhaust
   pipes, manifold & gaskets

• Electrical Systems
  Check battery, lights, horn
   & wipers

• Tires
  Check tread depth, & adjust 
   tire pressure
• Cooling Systems
  Check for leaks, check hoses, 
  clamps, water pump, radiator
• Belts
  Check all belts & hoses
• Fluid Level
  Check all fluid levels  

n 2400 Trans Canada NE
   Uptown Salmon Arm

  778-489-5333

MINIT-TUNE & BRAKE 
AUTO CENTRE

Coupon expires Aug. 31, 2026. Offer may not be 
combined with any other coupons or promotions. Cou-

pon must be presented for discount surcharge may apply

FRONT
& 
REAR
BRAKE
SPECIALS

LIST 
PRICE

Brake Pads
(parts only)
• Replace front or
  rear brake pads

• Check drums or rotors,
  bearings, hoses, springs
 & parking brake cable

Does not appy to OEM pads or to Brake Shoes

Open 6 days a week MON - SAT

$50OFF

  all this 
starting from

        $89.88
      plus environmental
          fees & taxes

Up to 5L 5W30 
or 5W20 oil

Synthetic 
oil  extra

F
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C
K 50 YEARS AGO 

It was 50 years ago this summer that Salmon Arm’s 
Joanne Sargent set a Basketball record at the 1976 
Montreal Olympics that stood for 20 years. She 

had 14 assists in one game and the record was finally 
broken in 1996.  Joanne won three Provincial titles 
with the Salmon Arm Jewels and is honoured in the 
Okanagan Sports Hall of Fame, the UBC Sports Hall 
of Fame, the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame and the Cana-
dian Basketball Hall of Fame. A true hometown hero.

By Louise Wallace Richmond
(Dedicated columnist for 
15 of  this paper’s 27 years)
For Lorne. Who loves this place.
You have been the face,
of our news and our views,
of our time and our space.
And as the years went along,
you’ve been through thick & thin.
You’re always counted upon,
to report the world we’re in.
While our thanks is not enough,
And we know this business is tough,
We owe you all a debt,
For no challenge went unmet.
Your talent is beyond compare,
Whether here, or there or anywhere.
And my admiration abounds,
For the best little paper around.

While we’ll miss the printed page,
Gracing halls & shops & pubs,
Please rest assured how much,
Your work for us is loved.
So here’s to you, Lorne,
Like news, you never pause,
Be sure to take a bow,
to Shuswap great applause.
It’s well deserved, my friend,
It’s far, far from the end.
We’re taking it all online.
And it’s going to be just fine.
So if you share my view,
Reach out and show you do.
There’s plenty more stories to tell.
And Lorne does it so well!

Thanks for 15 years of reading 
in print.  See you all on the web.

For Lorne

n Editor (Lorne’s) note: Thank you from the 
bottom and top of  my heart for that, Lou. So 
many things you could have roasted me for - like 
omitting the letter ‘L’ in Public Meeting or listing 
an event from two years ago - but instead such nice 
things! I am anything but ‘forlorn’ after reading 
‘For Lorne’. One thing that is certainly true is the very 
first line of  this poem, “who loves this place”. I absolutely 
do. I do report on disappointing and even tragic aspects, 
but I really do love and care for my adopted community 
and the nature, people and critters that inhabit it. Look 
for the positive and you will find it, reveal the negative 
and you can help change it. Below are two photos I took 
recently from the same location - one is of  the immediate 
surrounding - a non-descript suburban scene that could 
be anywhere in Canada. Then focus your eyes on what is 
just beyond - leafy trees and the highest hump on Mt. Ida.
Gotta love this town, and we can always make it even better.
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• $11 pre-paid for up to 15 words • 15¢ for each additional word • $1 for boxaround
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Advertise in the paper 
read cover to cover!

         

Mon - Fri.: 10-3 Mon - Fri.: 10-3 
Donation days Mon, Thurs.Donation days Mon, Thurs.

433 Hudson

clothing, shoes
jewellery, bags
bedding, books

cds, games
appliances,
you name it..

HEALTH 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

 

Big or small, we have room for it all!

Heated Storage
RV Boat & Vehicle Storage 
8000 Sq. Ft. Indoor Facility

Containers - All Payment Methods
Competitive Prices

www.salmonarmstorage.ca
5351 46th Ave. SE (Ind. Park)

SECURED/Easy Access
Heated Indoor Units
Outdoor Containers
RV & Boat Storage

Salmon Arm Elks #455
3690 30th St. NE, elks455sa@gmail.com
10 minutes to Canoe Beach & Boat launch

ELKS HALL RENTALS
Reunions, Teas, Meetings, Banquets 
for all Occasions. Plus Ball park, RV 
sites & playground. For Hall bookings, 
call Holly 250 833-4803. For 
Catering by Ladies of Royal Purple, 
call Shirley 250 832-6145

 ACTIVITY CENTRE RENTALS
Weddings, Celebrations, Special Oc-
casions, Reunions, Meetings of  all 
types (monthly & annual), auditori-

um with sound system & stage,
two smaller meeting rooms available 
evenings & weekends, Commercial 

kitchen, New upgraded WiFi, 
All handicapped accessible.

In-house liability insurance is now 
availale for your rental needs.

FOR BOOKINGS, CALL OFFICE AT
250-832-1065

170 5th Ave. SE, Salmon Arm
5thaveseniors.org

seniors5thave@shaw.ca

COIN COLLECTOR & 
GOLD/SILVER BUYER 
PURCHASING COINS, collec-
tions, jewelry, nuggets, bullion, 
old money, sterling, gold, silver, 
platinum +++ TODD 250-864-3521

HEALTH 

Reunions,Teas, Meetings, 
Banquets for all Occasions. Plus 
Ball park, RV sites & playground. 

For Hall bookings, call Holly 
250 833-4803. For Catering 
by Ladies of Royal Purple, 
call Dee 250 833-6520 or 

Karen 604 803-9889

Daniel von Hollen BSc, MPhtySt
250.804.3033 • 120 Harbourfront

info@salmonarmphysio.ca
or visit: salmonarmphysio.ca

• Online Booking 
• Sports Injuries     

• Dry Needling/IMS

SERVICES

Friday Night
    BINGO

Doors open at 5 pm 
Games begin at 6:30

Concessions!
Gaming license 151881

5th Ave. 50Plus Activity Centre • 170 5th Ave. SE

STORAGE

Installation available
SERVICES

Watch & Clock 
Repair

778-257-6710
Salmon Arm area

      Macs Only
Consultation, maintenance, 
upgrades, troubleshooting, 
internet setup. On site 
training for new users.

Carol Creasy 250 833.3544

marketpage works 
ph. 250.833.1141

MCL Antiques &
Appraisal Services
Marie-Claire Lord CPPA

250-832-5826
mclord@telus.net
Buy-Sell-Appraisal

Downsizing • Organizing
Estate Planning/ Settlement

Insurance Purposes

SALMON ARM CITIZENS PATROL
Helping to keep Salmon Arm safe.

RCMP volunteers • Community patrol • Flexible hours
• Speed watch • Community ecvnts

For an application and more information, see our website
www.salmonarmcitizenspatrol.ca • 250.832-5046

PUBLIC SERVICE

The new Heart of the 
Shuswap Volunteer 
Awards program is now 

open for nominations. 
   This Shuswap Community 
Foundation initiative is set up to 
recognize youth and adult vol-
unteers who have demonstrated 
exceptional community service 
in the Shuswap.
   “There are many wonderful 
people who have gone above 
and beyond to make a differ-
ence,” said Monica Sigurdson 
of the SCF. “This is our way 
of honouring two dedicated 
individuals while promoting 
the importance of philanthro-
py through volunteerism.”
   Two awards will be present-
ed, one for Youth, age 13 to 25 
and the  Adult award for age 
26 or above.
   Award recipients will be 
honoured during the Heart 
of the Shuswap Mixer, SCF’s 
annual community gathering, 
Sept. 18 at the Prestige Har-
bourfront Resort.
   Nominations must be submit-
ted via the Heart of the Shuswap 
Volunteer Awards Nomination 
Form by 4 pm, Aug. 14 avail-
able at shuswapfoundation.ca
   Mawer Investment Manage-
ment Ltd. and Bannister GM 
Salmon Arm are the award 
sponsors. n

Heart of  the 
Shuswap
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PASSAGES 
Bowers  Funeral Service
bowersfuneralservice.com
✥ Alice Bremer
    July 21, 2026, at age 86
✥ Steve Devai
    July 25, 2026, at age 91
✥ Daniel (Dan) Duggan
    July 12, 2026, at age 97
✥ Kelly Johnson
    July 10, 2026, at age 51
✥ Jorie Dianne King
     July 21, 2026, at age 77
✥ Ian Craig Smith
     July 9, 2026, at age 71
✥ John Aron Wolfe
    July 16, 2026, at age 83
    11 am, Aug. 17, Bowers
✥ Maurice Gravelle
     July 14, 2026, at age 87
Fischer’s  Funeral Services
fischersfuneralservices.com
✥ Dianne Norine Bookes
    July 20, 2026, at age 82
✥ Ronald ‘Ron’ Garth Epp
    July 23, 2026, at age 81
✥ Ella Jean Hill
     July 31, 2026, at age  87
✥ Walter ‘Gerry’ Kallies
     July 17, 2026, at age 90
✥ Paul Richard Kehler
    July 18, 2026, at age 70
✥ Marilyn Ione Kuzek
    July 12, 2026, at age 87
✥ Winston Leslie Mason
     July 29, 2026, at age 85 

✥ Vicki Laura Moggy
     July 10, 2026,at age 50
✥ Steven James Lewis
    June 20, 2026, at age 41 
    Celebration of life for Steven
    and earlier deceased sister, 
    Sarah Lewis (1986-2019),   
    4-7 pm, Sept. 11, Elks Hall
✥ Ernest William O’Brien
    July 19, 2026, at age 87
✥ Muriel Francis Swank
    July 17, 2026, at age 96
✥ Juliaantze Taylor
     July 29, 2026, at age 72
✥ Marion ‘Marianne’ 
    Evangeline Vandervalk
    July 19, 2026, at age 90

v v v
✥ Victor Graat, 
    July 25, 2026, at age 80
    1 pm, Aug. 8, Enderby Legion

v v v
✥ Lloyd Robertson, 92, Can
    ada’s longest running news 
    anchor. Served at both CBC 
    and CTV. See Pop quiz / 15
✥ Jayden Dalke, 30, Sask.
    Roughrider, vehicle accident
✥ Scott Hylands, 83, Canadian
    actor
✥ John Jansen, 78, BC MLA
✥ Todd Lewis, 65, Canadian 
    senator
✥ Vincent Pastore, 80, Sopranos

LEGACY LIVES ON
shuswaphospitalfoundation.org
shuswapfoundation.ca   

WEATHER 

Hot weekend from 33C to 14C.
Mix of sun and clouds Sunday.
Normal: +27 C to +12 C
Sunrise 5:28 • Sunset 8:37
Past Temps,  July 15 to Aug. 4
By weather reporter Nick Parsons
SW Gleneden, 458 m (119 m above lake):
DATE	    HIGH       LOW        PRECIP.

July 15      35      18        Trace
July 16      32      18  
July 17      36      18       
July 18      29      18             
July 19      28      17     

DATE	   HIGH        LOW         PRECIP.

July 20      30       14 
July 21      33       17             
July 22      33       17          
July 23      29       19     Smoke            
July 24      32       18                  
July 25      30       19       1/8” rn. 
July 26      28       14 
July 27      30       16              
July 28      30       15 
July 29      28       19          
July 30      30       15            
July 31      29       15    Bad smoke                  
Aug. 1       28       16  Vicious wind 
Aug. 2       22       14      Smoke
Aug. 3       26       14              
Aug. 4       29       12           

SYNOPSIS

> Nick’s notes: JULY - Rain: 3/8” • Average high 29.5C; Low 15.5C
Lake level dropped 6 ft, since peaking June 4 • 1 ft this past week.

r Continued from page 4
> Silverbacks Exhibition: vs. Vernon, 6 pm, Sept. 8, Rogers
vs. W. Kel., 6 pm, Sept. 9, Rogers • vs. Vernon, 7pm, Sept. 11, Vern.
Home openers: vs. Vernon, 7pm, Sept. 18 • vs. Cranbook, 6 pm, Sept. 19
> Bocce, Bowling & dinner  - Aug. 27, Cedar Hts. 
> Open Tennis tournament  - Sept. 4 to 7. clubspark.ca
> School of Rock golf tournament fundraiser, Aug. 28, Talking Rock resort. 
> Soccer summer camps (shuswapsoccer.com) 
• European Football school, Aug. 10-14
> Recreation Guide in print and online at salmonarmrecreation.ca
> Grey Grebes dragon boating,  open to all genders/ages. Meet at wharf 7:30 
am, Tuesdays, Thursdays. Paddles, instructions provided. 
> Junior Club rides, Tuesdays, South Canoe trails.

SPORT SPOT

Salmon Arm’s ‘first’ mayor 

History of Mayors & Reeves
n City & Village 1912-1970 Scales, Lacey, Clingan, Newnes, 
Thomson, Skelton, Smith, Nancollas
n Muncipality 1913-1970  MacKay, Kew, Dolan, Hutson, 
Harbell, Wilcox, Buckell, Damgaard, Farmer, Metford, Thomp-
son, Turner, Ritchie, McKee, Johnstone, Budziak
n District/City^ 1970-present  Duggan, Bianco, Lund, Smith, 
Ames, Rogers, Wickett*, Mayes*, Bootsma, Cooper*,
 Harrison*       * still living   ^ designated City again in  2005.

The first mayor of the amalgamated 
Salmon Arm passed away July 12 
at age 98.

   Dan Duggan served one term as mayor 
following the amalgamation of Village 
and Municipality in 1970.
  Formerly, the two parts of Salmon Arm 
were led by a reeve and mayor.
   Duggan relocated from rural Ontario 
to Salmon Arm in 1950. Along with his 
stint as mayor, he also worked 42 years 
in real estate and played a key role in the 
development of the waterfront.
   A celebration of his life took place July 21.
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After Cougar leapt on him from the top of the 
underpass, the cat scratch scarred man ran, flailing 
his arms and screaming, down 

Lakeshore Drive to a pickup he’d 
parked in the Askews lot.
   The residents of 325 Alex rushed after him, 
Suzanne and Mabel we left far behind.
   Dimity and Henry had both managed to 
keep up and were able to get both blurry 
photos of Cougar attacking the man again 
and also clear photos of his license.
    They sent the clearest photos of the 
man taken at Wednesday on the Wharf 
and his license to the police, identifying 
him as the person behind the bombs 
and threats to Lester and Lindsay.
    That was enough.
   The next police blotter announced ‘Black market tech 
dealers were arrested last weekend thanks to tips provided 
by observant citizens.’
   The residents of 325 Alex decided to celebrate with 
dinner at The Peppercorn Club.
   Lester looked around the table and thanked everyone for 
their help. “The only problem is, the police have had to 
seize so much of my stock, I really don’t have enough to 
have a viable business any more.”
   “Don’t be discouraged,” said Mabel. “I’m sure some-
thing will come up.”
   Lindsay sighed, “That’s nice to say, but we can’t live on nice 
words. We need something to sell.”
   Henry leaned in. “Lester can do repairs, right?”
Lester nodded, “Yeah, but I don’t think that’ll be enough.”
   “I don’t know about tech,” said Shirley, “but it seems 
to me that there are options in this community.    Let’s 
put our heads together. How about computer classes for 
seniors?”
    Lester and Lindsay exchanged a look. “I think the 
library and LASS already do that.”
   “Is that Cougar?” said Henry, looking out the restaurant 
window, where a tawny cat sat on top of a painted piano 
under the giant treble clef.
   “Ignore her,” said Shirley.
   “Why?” asked Dimity. “She’s the hero of the hour.”
   “And she expects a reward,” sighed Shirley. “She’s reminding 
me to bring her home some Biryani.” Pandemonium erupted.

m m m
   All the residents of 325 Alex had crowded in Suzanne’s 
living room.  Henry, Suzanne, and Desdemona sat on the 
couch next to the cat tree where Artemis was napping. 
Shirley, Lester, and Lindsay sat on the dining chairs, and 
Chris, Mabel, and Dimity sat cross-legged on the floor.
   “I have an idea,” said Desdemona, “on how to get your 
store re-stocked.”
   Lester looked up sharply. “Legally?”
   Desdemona laughed. “Of course, legally. You know I 
have a lucretive job as an influencer, right? I have a lot of 
contacts in the industry and the best video equipement for 
newbies to use.”
   “Who’d know what it was and how to use it, though?”   
Lindsay looked thoroughly discouraged.
   Henry said, “Des, could you teach a workshop in the 
store after hours?
                                         r Continued to Page 16

325 ALEX 
Season 2, Episode 34 & 35 This isn’t 

about giv-
ing things 

up - it’s re-eval-
uating assump-
tions. Much of 
what people in 
their 70s struggle 
with is not because they’re incapable. 
It is because they’re still living by 
rules that made sense when they 
were 40 or 50.
   Learn to say no without apolo-
gizing. How often are we  still car-
rying responsibilities we accepted 
decades ago? Volunteer positions, 
committees, organizing events, 
driving everyone everywhere. 
  There comes a point when say-
ing no isn’t selfish- it’s respon-
sible. Stop being the person who 
always steps up.
   Communities often depend on 
the same reliable people until those 
people are exhausted. If an organi-
zation cannot survive unless people 
in their 70s do all the work, perhaps 
the organization needs to change.
   Question traditions that no lon-
ger fit today’s world.
   Community halls are an excel-
lent example. Perhaps maintaining 
five aging halls by volunteers in 
their 70s isn’t preserving histo-
ry—it’s preserving an unsustain-
able workload. Consolidation 
isn’t failure; sometimes it’s good 
stewardship.
   Stop measuring yourself against 
your younger self.
    Instead of saying, “I used to do 
this in one afternoon,” ask, “What’s 
the best way to accomplish this 
today?” Wisdom is adapting, not 
competing with your past.
   Replace pride with practicality.
Hiring someone to wash windows, 
shovel snow, clean eavestroughs, or 
mow the lawn isn’t admitting defeat. 
You’re simply choosing to spend 
your energy where it matters most.
   Accept that good enough is often 
perfect.
We often keep standards that were 
established when we were much 
younger. Today, “good enough” 
may create a happier life than 
chasing perfection.
Trade possessions for freedom.
Every extra room, vehicle, trailer, 
boat, collection, or outbuilding 
requires maintenance. Ask whether 
you own it—or whether it owns you.
Recognize when you’re main-
taining something for memories 
instead of usefulness.

That might be a cabin, a 
huge vegetable garden, 
dozens of flower beds, 
or even an organization. 
Memories deserve to be 
honoured, but they don’t 
always require ongoing 

maintenance.
    Choose convenience without guilt.
Grocery delivery, meal kits, robot 
vacuums, online banking, auto-
matic bill payments, even buying 
pre-cut vegetables. These aren’t 
indulgences. They’re tools that 
buy back time and energy.
   Plan for your future self, not 
your current self.
   The changes you make at 72 may 
not be necessary today—but they 
may make life much easier at 82.
Think in terms of energy, not time.
When we’re younger, we ask, “Do 
I have time?” As we age, a better 
question is, “Do I have the ener-
gy?” Energy becomes the more 
valuable resource.
   Let younger people solve young-
er people’s problems.
Sometimes older adults continue 
to rescue adult children, grand-
children, or organizations. There is 
value in allowing others to develop 
the same resilience you once had 
to develop.
   Accept that some things have 
reached the end of their natural life.
   Not every tradition, club, fund-
raiser, annual event, or building 
needs to continue forever. Some-
times the healthiest decision is to 
end something well rather than 
struggle to keep it alive.
Redefine what productivity means.
A productive day doesn’t have 
to end with a long list of chores 
crossed off. Reading, walking, 
visiting a friend, learning some-
thing new, or simply enjoying your 
home all have value.
   Let go of “someday.”
   Many homes contain boxes, 
collections, tools, furniture, and 
projects we’re keeping “just in 
case,” or “I can make that into.... 
“ Could you put every project you 
have into a calendar? When the 
realistic calendar is full, and you 
still have a barn full of ‘projects’, 
you might want to rethink your 
‘someday’. 
  It’s not failure, it’s giving your-
self room to breathe. 
r If you have design issues or 
ideas for a future column, email 
linda@designsewlutions.ca or visit 
designssewlutions.ca

      DESIGN
DILEMNAS
 Linda Erlam

 Rethinking life in your 70s
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Hidden Gems Bookstore, 331 Alexander
www.hiddengemsbookstore.com
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POP QUIZ

FUNNY BONE
> I said to the doctor. I have a problem with my ear. He said, are 
you sure?” I said, “Yes, I’m definite.”’
> My friend couldn’t afford to pay his water bill, so I sent him a 
‘get well soon’ card.
> I was asked to write three words that describe me. I wrote ‘lazy’.
> Someone stole David’s ID ... He’s called “Dav” now.
> What do yiou call a well-balanced horse?   Stable
> The cheese factory exploded today - there was de brie everywhere.

“Do not pray for an easy life,  pray for the strength to endure a diffi-
cult one” ~ Bruce Lee 
> “There is no patent. Could you patent the sun?” ~ Jonas Salk on 
his decision not to patent his polio vaccine to ensure it could be pro-
duced cheaply, shared globally, and save as many lives as possible 
> “The underlying purpose of AI is to allow wealth to access skill 
while removing from the skilled the ability to access wealth.” 
~ an unknown commentator intensely distrustful over AI
> “We are the first generation to feel the full effects of climate 
change, and the last generation that can do something.”

WORD SEARCH

> Garbo, Bergman, Nobel, Borg, Celsius, Avicii, Lundgren, 
Ekland, Larsson,  Ullmann, Munch, Rasmussen, Ulrich, 
Nielsen, Laudrup, Sibelius, Agger, Teemu, Bjork,, Magnus-
son, Bjornsson, Loreen, Agnetha, Bjorn, Benny, Anni-Frid

Famous people 
from Scandinavia

> “And that’s the kind of day it’s been.”

PICTURE THIS

Locally owned • Serving Salmon Arm & the Shuswap
Background Checked  • Now accepting clients
Available 7 days a week • 365 days a year

Call/ text 1-250.833.8486 • Admin@bridgewell.com
www.bridgewellhomesupport.com

Your home
Your independence
Your support
More home care
services designed
to support you & 
your loved ones - 
right at home!

COMPANIONSHIP VISITS
Friendly companionship, conversation and social connec-
tion to help brighten each day and support well-being

NON-MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
Safe and reliable rides to appointments, errands, community 
events and more throughout the region

 NOW AVAILABLE

Contact us to discover how 
other  services can help

“I’ll transfer your
family films, videos, 
photos & slides to 
USB Flash Drives”

> What were the iconic sign-off words of news an-
chor Lloyd Robertson who passed away this week?

> I wish this clever 
town watertower was 
real, but alas, it’s 
another bit of  AI fiction 
about a fictional town 
with watertower made 
to look like a UFO 
abducting a local cow. 
Brad DeMille, what 
do you think? The new 
DeMille’s watertower?

 www.salmonarmbarbershop.ca
121 Hudson NE  • 778-489-472
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r Cont’d from P. 14
   “You could demonstrate 
the options and explain 
the strengths and weak-
nesses of equipment for 
a variety of budgets.”    
Desdemona nodded.    
“Sure. I could do that.”    
She glanced at Lester 
and Lindsay, “Does that 
sound like something 
you’d be interested in?”
   “Yes! That sounds 
amazing.”
   “We’ve been talking,” 
said Chris, with a nod to 
Dimity and Mabel. “We 
think you should bring 
in some electronic music 
stuff. Maybe set up a 
small recording studio or 
something?  The music 
store has great acoustic 
stuff and lessons, and 
all the music we could 
desire, but we’d love 
more electronic options 
for recording, and some 
electronic instruments.”
   “A theremin,” said 
Mabel. “I’d love it if you 
could find a theremin.”
   Dimity laughed, 
“You’re asking a lot!”
   Lindsay said, “If we 
can find one, we’ll get 
one, Mabel.”
   “Doesn’t Moog still 
make them?” said Henry 
with a look around 
the room.  Everyone 
shrugged, most not want-
ing to admit they had no 
idea what a theremin was.    
“Hey, when did Cougar 
get here?”
   Everyone glanced to 
the cat tree, where sure 
enough, Cougar stook 
on the top level, looking 
out the window, her tail 
dangling down, the tip 
flicking back and forth.
   “Lester,” said Shirley, 
“what are your electronic 
design credentials?”
    “What do you mean?”
   “I’ve been thinking 
about Cougar’s camera.   
I’ve got some ideas.     
Maybe we should go into 
the inventing business.”
r Final episode in the 
Aug. 21 Friday AM

325 Alex
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Mara Sands

CSRD
RDNO

THREE HOMES DESTROYED ON MARA

Photo of early Monday morning fire at Mara Sands Resort. 
Jordan Heavenor photo/ facebook

Firefighters from 
Enderby, Swan-
sea Point, Ran-

chero-Deep Creek and 
BC Wildfire Services 
responded to a mas-
sive fire early Mon-
day morning at Mara 
Sands Resort. 
   As three townhomes 
were already engulfed 
when firefighters arrived, 
the focus was directed to 
saving the remaining residences.
   Swansea Point is the closest fire 
department, however Mara Sands is  
located outside the CSRD boundary 
and the Resort did not have coverage  
with RDNO. Nevertheless the RDNO 
chief deployed Enderby and Mutual Aid 
from the two CSRD departments.

Salmon Arm RCMP received multi-
ple reports of dogs stuck in hot 
cars in parking lots. 

   “Please leave your dog in the comfort 
of your home during the hot summer 
months,” said RCMP spokesperson 
Andrew Hodges. “Vehicles can get 
excessively hot very fast and can quick-
ly turn potentially fatal for a dog or 
pet stuck inside. Leaving your window 
open “a crack” or even several inches is 
not sufficient.

DOGS IN CARS

The com-
munity 
garden and 

fruit trees at the 
Salvation Army 
were reported 
damaged over-
night July 13. The 
gardens and trees 
were used to pro-
vide food to those 
in need. Police 
obtained surveil-
lance footage and 
identified a well 
known 33-year-
old female as the 
culprit. The wom-
an was arrested 
on July 15 and 
later released on 
conditions with a 
future court date.



To-do’s  To-do’s  
m Salmar Grand
• Minions Monsters*
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
• The Invite*
* Ends Thursday
• Spider-Man New 
Day opens Friday
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Spider Man
   July 31-Aug.5
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Voice of the Val-
ley, on now, Caravan 
Farm Theatre
m Kailee Duggan, 
Wednesday on Wharf 
m Lincoln Haze, 
Thurs., Blind Bay
.m Councillor Kev-
in Flynn, 3 pm, July 
31, Rogers Rink.
m Marsha Thomp-
son, Aug. 1, Ross st
m Cara Luft, 7 pm, 
Aug. 2, Enderby Hub 
(former St. A. Church)
m BC Day, Aug. 3 
m Sorrento pottery 
show, Aug. 1
m FunnyFest, 
Aug.5, Canooligans
m Last 2 AM print 

m Prescription 
glasses found around 
Okanagan & 11th. 
Amy 250.832.5803

Mara Sands
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CSRD
RDNO

THREE HOMES DESTROYED ON MARA

Photo of early Monday morning fire at Mara Sands Resort. 
Jordan Heavenor photo/ facebook

Firefighters from 
Enderby, Swan-
sea Point, Ran-

chero-Deep Creek and 
BC Wildfire Services 
responded to a mas-
sive fire early Mon-
day morning at Mara 
Sands Resort. 
   As three townhomes 
were already engulfed 
when firefighters arrived, 
the focus was directed to 
saving the remaining residences.
   Swansea Point is the closest fire 
department, however Mara Sands is  
located outside the CSRD boundary 
and the Resort did not have coverage  
with RDNO. Nevertheless the RDNO 
chief deployed Enderby and Mutual Aid 
from the two CSRD departments.

 Across Atlantic too

> Dog rescue 
near Madrid

Not everyone 
craving for a 
boat cruise 

on Shuswap Lake 
desires to be the cap-
tain of a rent-a-ship. 
For many years, the 
answer for the every-
day couple or family 
was the Phoebe Ann 
that has been out 
of service for a few 
decades. There is a 
website for the Phoe-
be Ann, but couldn’t 
tell if it’s still active. 
The phone number 
wouldn’t work. Does 
anyone know?



L
R

ONS
FriAM.ca • next print issue Aug. 7

Aug. 1
Beat

27º/ 14º
Chance of
showers

• 4500 13th St. NE, 
8-1, Aug 1
• 4740 56 St. NE, 
Aug. 1, 2

Excerpt from one of 
Thompson’s poems:
So I’ll keep crafting, 
keep dreaming loud,
Not for the gallery.
Not for the crowd.
But for the soul 
lost in the swirl—
I paint to mend
a broken world.

Painter and writer 
David Thompson 
cycled on the Cabot 

Trail earlier this year, and 
cycled through Salmon 
Arm on Friday.
    This is his ninth jour-
ney across Canada, or 
what he calls ‘Saddle 9’.
   His stops often include 
capturing what he sees on a 
canvas, and raising aware-
ness about mental health.

Painter, writer, cross country cyclist

> Friends, family and colleagues, numbering about 800, filled Rog-
ers Rink to pay tribute to Kevin Flynn who passed away June 11. Flynn 
served with passion for over 20 years on council and also chaired the CSRD.

> Go to map.purpleair.com for current readings.
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To-do’s  To-do’s  
m BC Day Long 
weekend, Aug. 1-3 
m Salmar Grand
• Spider-Man 
   New Day
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Spider Man
   July 31-Aug.5
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Voice of the Val-
ley, Caravan Farm. 
Fianl night cancelled
.m Storytime in the 
Park,  10am, Aug. 5, 
Klahani Park
m Cara Luft, 7 pm, 
Aug. 2, Enderby Hub 
(former St. A. Church)
m FunnyFest, 
Aug.5, Canooligans
m Rockinomix,  
7pm, Mon, Finlayson 
Park, Sicamous. Also 
Aug. 8, Chances.
m Mountain Ma-
mas,  Mon., The 
Hub, Scotch Creek
m Storytime in the 
Park,  10am, Aug. 5, 
Klahani Park
m Last 2 AM print 
issues, Aug. 7 & 21
‘Launch & Learn’ 
event for revamped 
AM website, 3 pm, 
Aug. 8, Library.

WINDS EXPAND FIRE

Truck plunges into lake 
at Sunnybrae Saturday.

Everyone in 
Okanagan IB IR 
1 and parts of 

Splatsin First Nations 
were ordered to evacu-
ate immediately Satur-
day night due to rapid 
spread of  the Bradley 
Creek wildfire.
   An evacuation alert 
was also issued for a 
massive area, including 
in Spallumcheen. 
• Hwy. 97 closed be-
tween Old Kamloops 
Rd & Salmon River Rd. 
• Structures burning.
• Fire moving toward 
Armstrong
• Kal Tire Place arena 
in Vernon is reception 
centre for evacuees. 
• 1,050 hectares Sat. night

> Above: map shows areas of  evacuation 
alert and evacuation order. Below: A trans-
former burns near Westside Road and  the 
fire and smoke seen from 30th St. SE in 
Salmon Arm. (Sheila Lewis photo)

Vernon



The Shuswap Emergency Program acti-
vated its Emergency Operations Centre 
yesterday Saturday in response to the 

Bradley Creek Wildfire.
   There have been no changes overnight to the 
Evacuation Alerts which were issued at 6 PM and 
expanded at midnight last night. The Shuswap 
Emergency Program will be meeting with the BC 
Wildfire Service and other emergency officials 
this morning and will post more information as it 
becomes available.
  An Evacuation Alert has been issued for approxi-
mately 217 addressed properties in these areas:
n Parts of Yankee Flats and Salmon River Roads 
from Glenemma to the vicinity of Kaiser Road
n South of Highway 97 in Sweetsbridge/Cedar 
Hill area as well as parts of the Glenemma area
   This affects about 500 people in the CSRD.
     To see if you are in the exact alert boundaries, 
you can use the Shuswap Emergency Program’s 
Emergency Information Mapping tool and type 
in your address: https://experience.arcgis.com/
experience/a5a71009863947d3b1c77792afefe1a5
   For details on the Evacuation Alert see: https://
www.csrd.bc.ca/m/newsflash/home/detail/2411
   The best source for wildfire-related updates is 
the BC Wildfire Service Dashboard: https://wild-
firesituation.nrs.gov.bc.ca/map
   Note that there is a wildfire on the BC Wildfire 
Dashboard (K41392) in the Sweetsbridge area of 
the CSRD along Highway 97 that is now marked 
with a Under Control “green” Dot.
    Yesterday evening, a small fire started at the 
Una Rest Stop on Highway 97 after power lines 
came down. The Falkland Fire Department and 
BC Wildfire Service responded quickly and 
brought the fire under control. Falkland Fire De-

partment crews stayed on site to monitor the area 
and watch for any flare ups.
    Please note: the current Evacuation Alert status in 
Electoral Area D is the result of the Bradley Creek 
(K41351) Wildfire, not the fire at the rest stop.
   There are a number of farms with livestock locat-
ed within the Evacuation Alert area. If you are an 
agricultural operator with questions, please con-
tact our agricultural liaison at 250-833-3399.
    A section of Highway 97 near Spallumcheen is 
being closed due to the Bradley Creek Wildfire. 
Please check Drive BC for updates on road clo-
sures. https://www.drivebc.ca/
      Evacuation Alerts and Orders will be posted 
to the CSRD website, CSRD and the Shuswap 
Emergency Program Facebook and Instagram 
pages and issued through the Alertable Noti-
fication system though the app, email, text or 
landline phones. 
    Sign up at https:// www.csrd.bc.ca/alertable
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Shuswap Emergency Centre activated

WHAT TO DO IF UNDER ALERT
• Locate family members and designate a meeting area outside 
the evacuation area should an Evacuation Order be called 
while separated.
• Pack essential items (government issued ID, medications, 
glasses, valuable papers, immediate care needs for dependents 
and, if time and space permits, keepsakes for quick departure) 
• Prepare to move persons with disabilities, children or neigh-
bours, if assistance is needed.
• Prepare to take pets with you and move livestock to a safe 
area (if possible).
• Arrange transportation for all household members. Fill the 
gas tanks of personal vehicles.
• Arrange accommodation. 
• Monitor the news, radio and online sources for information 
on evacuation orders and location of Reception Centres.

> Livestock are 
on the move. 
Somehow this 
happened in 
Salmon Arm 
in the mid-
dle of all this. 
Cheri Hann/ 
Facebook photo



A structure 
fire that 
originated 

on Vella Road in 
Tappen broke out 
Sunday night and 
moved into the trees 
surrounding the 
home. Thankfully, 
local fire fighters 
and BC Wildfire 
Service managed to 
contain this fire
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To-do’s  To-do’s  
m BC DAY
m Salmar Grand
• Spider-Man 
   New Day
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Spider Man
   July 31-Aug.5
m Mountain Ma-
mas,  Mon., The 
Hub, Scotch Creek
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
.m Storytime in the 
Park,  10am, Aug. 5, 
Klahani Park
m Blackberry Wine, 
Wednesday on Wharf
m FunnyFest, Aug. 
5, Canooligans
m Buck Wild, Aug. 
6, Blind Bay.
m Rockinomix,  
7pm, Mon, Finlayson 
Park, Sicamous. Also 
Aug. 8, Chances.
m Barney Bentall 
& Friends  Aug. 8, 
Caravan Farm
m Car show  9-2, 
Aug. 9, Haney
m Last 2 AM print 
issues, Aug. 7 & 21
‘Launch & Learn’ 
event for revamped 
AM website, 3 pm, 
Aug. 8, Library.

CONTAINED!

RAGING ON!

Meanwhile, the Bradley 
Creek Fire doubled in 
size over the week. The 

City of Armstrong is under evac-
uation alert and evacuation orders 
have spread across the northern 
end of Okanagan Lake.

   The wildfire grew to cover about 26 
square kilometres by early Sunday 
morning.
   The CSRD issued evacuation alert 
affecting about 500 residents on 
Saturday night. More information at 
csrd.bc.ca and drivebc.ca

> A boater captures a row of  homes burning on Okanagan Lake

> Many fond memories 
were related at Kevin 
Flynn’s celebration of life 
on Friday.  Here’s a photo 
of one of them - Coun-
cillor Flynn and Mayor 
Harrison patrolling the 
annual Treat Trail.

n Hydro down east of Revelstoke. No gas or charging services 
along the Trans Canada between Revelstoke and Alberta Border.
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COME A LONG WAY
British Columbia’s main alternative Party has 

come a long way since the Shuswap’s George 
Abbott served many years as cabinet minister 

under the BC Liberals.
    News sources report that elected BC Conserva-
tive Leader Kerry-Lynne Findlay and her senior 
staff have begun directing MLAs to no longer use 
the term “First Nations” in describing people, but 
instead use terms like “Indian.”
   The directive, reported in Business in Vancouver, 
Victoria News and on CHEK radio, is apparently in 
response to the term ‘First Nations’ being viewed 
as a “woke” description and language from the left.
    Findlay has since denied this directive, contrary 
to what reporters were reportedly told by MLAs 
and insiders in the BC Conservative party.
     Meanwhile, Abbott recently accepted the top 
prize in the BC Historical Federation’s Historical 
Writing Award for his 2025 publication, Unceded: 
Understanding British Columbia’s Colonial Past and 

Why It Matters Now (UBC Press).
    According to a release from the BCHF, the 
award is meant to honour “exceptional works that 
deepen public understanding of British Columbia’s 
history.” 
    “Covering treaties, policies, commissions, and 
court cases, Abbott offers an accessible and essen-
tial overview of the province’s colonial legacy and 
its ongoing relevance.
    “Treaty commissioner George M. Abbott com-
bines archival research with a former cabinet min-
ister’s insider perspective on government to chron-
icle over 150 years of BC-Indigenous relations. 
    “His account details how early government 
officials refused to negotiate treaties and instead 
coerced First Nations onto small and scattered 
reserves while granting settlers access to vast tracts 
of land. It was only after several Supreme Court 
decisions affirmed Indigenous land rights that BC 
sat down at the negotiating table.”

> When the Rocky Mountaineer rolls through 
each day, everyone inside appears  interested 
in checking out the locals inside our town.



CSRD RELEASE

The Evacuation Alerts 
issued in Electoral Area D 
in response to the Brad-

ley Creek Wildfire (K41351) are 
unchanged at this time.
   The CSRD has sent multiple 
fire and structure protection 
crews and equipment to assist 
our neighbours with the numer-
ous fires around the province. 
The CSRD is always aware that 
we also need to keep local re-
sources in our areas to ensure 
appropriate levels of fire pro-
tection for our residents. The 
excellent response to the Vella 
Road Fire last night shows that 
our local firefighters are ready 
and able to answer local calls for 
assistance.
   If you see fire, call 911 imme-
diately. Recent incidents in the 
CSRD have shown that delaying 
a call to emergency services 
while attempting to fight a fire 
can allow it to grow quickly and 
become more difficult to control. 
Early notification gives fire crews 
the best opportunity to respond 
rapidly and contain a fire before 
it escalates, helping protect peo-
ple, property, and surrounding 
areas.
   The best thing residents can do 
is to stay prepared in case of an 
evacuation.
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To-do’s  To-do’s  
m Salmar Grand
• Spider-Man 
   New Day
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Spider Man
  to Aug.5 & 7 to 8
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Storytime in the 
Park,  10am, Aug. 5, 
Klahani Park
m Blackberry Wine, 
Wednesday on Wharf
m FunnyFest, Aug. 
5, Canooligans
m Buck Wild, Aug. 
6, Blind Bay.

m Rockinomix,  
Aug. 8, Chances.
m Barney Bentall 
& Friends  Aug. 8, 
Caravan Farm
m Car show  9-2, 
Aug. 9, Haney
m Last 2 AM print 
issues, Aug. 7 & 21
‘Launch & Learn’ 
event for revamped 
AM website, 3 pm, 
Aug. 8, Library.

Web 
changes
gone
LIVE at
FriAM.ca

ALERTS CONTINUE

n Shuswap Emergency Program Commu-
nity Evacuation Guide: https://www.csrd.
bc.ca/581/Community-Evacuation-Guide
n Primary source for wildfire-related up-
dates is the BC Wildfire Service Dashboard: 
https://wildfiresituation.nrs.gov.bc.ca/map
n Road closures continue. Check Drive BC 
for updates. https://www.drivebc.ca/
n  Sign up for direct Alertable notifications 
by a mobile app, text, email or landline 
phone call. Find out how at https://www.
csrd.bc.ca/alertable



n Shuswap Emergency Program Commu-
nity Evacuation Guide: https://www.csrd.
bc.ca/581/Community-Evacuation-Guide
n Primary source for wildfire-related up-
dates is the BC Wildfire Service Dashboard: 
https://wildfiresituation.nrs.gov.bc.ca/map
n Road closures continue. Check Drive BC 
for updates. https://www.drivebc.ca/
n  Sign up for direct Alertable notifications 
by a mobile app, text, email or landline 
phone call. Find out how at https://www.
csrd.bc.ca/alertable

L
R

ONS
FriAM.ca • next issue Aug. 7

Aug. 5
Beat

To-do’s  To-do’s  
m Salmar Grand
• Spider-Man 
   New Day
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
  Opening Friday:
• State Troopers 3
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Spider Man
  to Aug.5 & 7 to 8
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Storytime in the 
Park,  10am, Aug. 5, 
Klahani Park
m Blackberry Wine, 
Wednesday on Wharf
m FunnyFest, Aug. 
5, Canooligans
m Buck Wild, Aug. 
6, Blind Bay.
m Rockinomix,  
Aug. 8, Chances.
m Barney Bentall 
& Friends  Aug. 8, 
Caravan Farm
m Shukuleles & 
Friends  Aug. 8, 
Caravan Farm
m Running with 
the Devil,  Aug, 10, 
Sicamous
m Car show  9-2, 
Aug. 9, Haney
m Mabel Lake Festi-
val, Aug. 7 to 9
m Last 2 AM print 
issues, Aug. 7 & 21
‘Launch & Learn’ 
event for revamped 
AM website, 3 pm, 
Aug. 8, Library.

230 HOMES LOST
Chief Dan Wilson of the Okanagan Indian Band says 

that as many  as 230 homes may have been lost to 
the Bradley Creek wildfire- 30 belonging to Band 

members and 200 to non-member residents.
    The fire that started west of Vernon and spread by 
winds gusting up to 80 km/h on Saturday, is now moving 
in a northwest direction.

While evacuation 
order  and alert 
areas were reduced, 

BC Wildfire Service is not 
recommending changes to 
the CSRD’s Alert status. “The 
wildfire remains active and 
there is still the potential for 
the fire to push north towards 
the CSRD,” according to to-
day’s update from the CSRD.

> Power along 
the Trans-Canada 
Highway between 
Revelstoke and the 
Alberta border has 
been fully restored, 
Fuel pumps  and 
EV chargers are all 
back in service.

  LLOYD ROBERTSON R.I.P.

Longest
running
news 

anchor,
at 92

“And that’s 
the kind of 

day it’s been”
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To-do’sTo-do’s
m ROOTS 
   & BLUES
   July 24 to 26
m Tuned-up R&B 
• 11:45 Tue-Sat, 
Ross St. plaza
Waleed Kush Thur
Yagody Fri
Oh Pray Tell, Sat
Kick off concert
Thurs night, Hud-
son - Too Many 
Zooz & Free Label
m Salmar Grand
• Minions Monsters
• Toy Story 5*
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
* ends Thursday
• The Invite (Fri)
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Star Wars latest
m Haney dinner 
theatre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Voice of the 
Valley, on now, 
Caravan Farm
m Shrek: the mu-
sical, Jr., July 25-26, 
Shuswap Theatre 
Youth Musical camp
m Luau party, Sat, 
SA Legion

July 23
Beat

Glamptown at Roots & Blues

n Kick off  tonight 
with ‘Too many 
Zooz’ and ‘Free 
Label’ 7 pm, 
Heritage Corner 
on Hudson Avenue

n Plus Waleed Kush
Afro-Jazz, 11:45 
on Ross St. Plaza.
(Bottom right)

n Let’s hope pos-
sible showers fore-
cast will materialize 
to discipitate the 
smoke. Remember 
when the festival 
was changed to July 
to avoid fire season?

30% chance
of  showers

> Also happening this weekend...  “Shrek The 
Musical JR.” The fun-filled family production 
by the Musical Youth Summer Theatre brings 
everyone’s favourite ogre to life. Shrek, Don-
key, and friends will be doing the swampland 
schtick and adventures at 6 pm Friday and 
Saturday, and 1:30 Saturday and Sunday at 
Shuswap Theatre. Tickets available at Choose 
Refill (byWendy’) and shuswaptheatre.com
> Shrek to Donkey: “For five minutes, can 
you not be yourself? For Five minutes?”
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July 24
Beat

> Thursday’s street concert party

32º/ 14º
smoke

8:55 sets
5:11 rises

Keep 
hydrated

m ROOTS & BLUES
           July 24 to 26
      rootsandblues.ca
m Downtown
• Yagody, Fri.
• Oh Pray Tell, Sat
11:45, Ross market
m Salmar Grand
• Minions Monsters
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
• The Invite
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Star Wars latest
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Voice of the Val-
ley, on now, Caravan 
Farm Theatre
m Shrek: the musi-
cal, Jr., 6pm Fri/Sat; 
1:30, Sat & Sun., 
Shuswap Theatre by 
Youth Musical camp
m Luau party, Sat, 
SA Legion
m Everlae, Fri  & 
Martin Borch, Sun, 
Canooligans
m Daveton Jones, 
Fri, Setters Pub
m Dirt Road Op-
era, Fri & Dynamic 
Duo, Sun, Scotch Crk.
m Guess Wholi-
gans, Mon, Sica-
mous in the park
m Kailee Duggan, 
Wednesday on Wharf 

To-do’s To-do’s 
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July 26
Beat

26º/ 16º
Mainly
sunny, 
Chance 
of rain

To-do’s  Sunday To-do’s  Sunday RR&&BB    
m ROOTS & BLUES
           July 24 to 26
       rootsandblues.ca
    Saturday schedule 
         on the right  w
m Salmar Grand
• Minions Monsters
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
• The Invite
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Star Wars latest
m Rock & Gem show 
Fri-Sun, Rogers Rink.
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Voice of the Val-
ley, on now, Caravan 
Farm Theatre
m Shrek: the mu-
sical, Jr., 1:30 Sun., 
Shuswap Theatre by 
Youth Musical camp
m Martin Borch, 
Sun, Canooligans
m Dynamic Duo, 
Sun, Scotch Crk.
m Guess Wholi-
gans, Mon, Sicamous 
in the park
m Kailee Duggan, 
Wednesday on Wharf 
m Lincoln Haze, 
Thurs., Blind Bay
m SA council, Mon.
m Councillor Kevin 
Flynn, Celebration 
of life, 3 pm, July 31, 
Rogers Rink.

> DAY TWO: This is how music magic happens 
over the R&B’s 34 years. Monkeyjunk liked 
what they heard on the Barn stage, then asked 
Kamloops’ Jake Soberlak to join them on the 
Main stage. Above right, Sam Brookes of  Supa-
lung, Below: Vancouver’s Uncle Strut; the co-
lourful and functional Shade stage; huge crowd 
waiting for Blue Rodeo; and the message tree.



To-do’s  To-do’s  
m Salmar Grand
• Minions Monsters*
• The Odyssey
• Moana 
• The Invite*
* Ends Thursday
• Spider-Man New 
Day opens Friday
m Starlight Drive-in
• Toy Story 5
• Spider Man
   July 31-Aug.5
m Haney dinner the-
atre Thur/Fri/Sun
m Voice of the Val-
ley, ends Saturday at 
the Caravan Farm
m Kailee Duggan, 
Wednesday on Wharf 
m Lincoln Haze, 
Thurs., Blind Bay
.m Councillor Kev-
in Flynn, 3 pm, July 
31, Rogers Rink.
m Marsha Thomp-
son, Aug. 1, Ross St. 
Farmer’s market
m Cara Luft, 7 pm, 
Aug. 2, Enderby Hub 
(former St. A. Church)
m BC Day, Aug. 3 
m Sorrento pottery 
show, Aug. 1
m FunnyFest, 
Aug.5, Canooligans
m Last 2 AM print 
issues, Aug. 7 & 21
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July 30
Beat

28º/ 13º
Mainly
sunny, a 

few clouds

> Sofia of 
Salmon Arm 
makes a new 
friend at the 

Kangaroo 
farm near 
Kelowna.

JUST UNDER 30,000
Roots & Blues
Fall concertsNearly 29,500 people gathered together 

over three days to take in a wide range 
of incredible music at the 34th Roots & 

Blues Festival.
    Artistic director Kevin Tobin said one of this 
year’s goals was to welcome even more young peo-
ple and also highlight the talents of young and local 
musicians.
    Hosting Of Monsters and Men, a celebrated Ice-
landic band performing “the anthem of my youth,” 
as one fan put it, attracted scores of teens, twenty 
and thirty-somethings for the headlining act that 
followed Wild Rivers Friday night. 
   Throughout the festival, nearly 49 per cent of 
ticket-buyers were new audience members.
    “We really saw how new attendees and long-time 
festival fans come together and bring a real energy 
to the site,” says Tobin.

    That energy only carried on through the weekend. 
Special moments included Blue Rodeo bringing 
the Devon Cuddy band and members of Wild 
Rivers onto the main stage on Saturday night with 
the crowd swaying to hits like “Try”. Another 
great moment was 
17-year-old Kamloops harp and blues guitar singer 
Jake Soberlak rocking solos on the stage alongside 
veteran blues band MonkeyJunk.
    Daytime workshop magical jams includ-
ed  Salmon Arm’s Halfgrass and Supalung, Juno 
Award-winning East Pointers of PEI jammed and 
Japan punk band Mitsune.
   Said Métis artist Darla Daniels during her work-
shop, “You just never know what’s going to happen, 
but it’s always fun.”
   The 50/50 draw went for $26,285, and except for 
stints of lightning and heavy winds, skies stayed 

> All at Song Sparrow
From the top, down:
East Pointers, Oct. 17
Steve Marriner & Lo-
cal Electric, Oct. 21
> Barra MacNeils 
east coast Christmas,
Nov. 19



> The scene in Colora-
do honouring BC heli-
copter pilot Nicholas 
Dale who died helping 
fight the wildfire in that 
State. This is how I wish 
to regard our Ameri-
can neighbours, not the 
petulant old man doing 
his best to destroy 200 
years of  friendship




